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FEATURE STORIES

Learning from
the past
by Ellen K. Pranno

"Learning includes
never forgetti..t,g our roots
in history and tradition,"
says Dr. Charles
Leftwich, new dean of the
college of education,
"which is symbolized by
our recognition and
rededication of the stone
schoolhouse."
Leftwich embraces the
notion that one must look Dr. Charles Leftwich
to the past in order to learn
to better deal with the present and the future. He
will employ this idea as he embarks on his first
year as dean. He plans a time of examination and
evaluation for the college.
With faculty from the college of education and
other colleges,.Leftwich plans to evaluate existing
programs for the education and preparation of
teachers, administrators and counselors.
After comparing current programs with the
ideal, Leftwich will consider existing resources to
transition toward the ideal. "Just as the one room
schoolhouse functioned effectively and efficiently
by working with the resources within the classroom, so too will we begin by looking at resources
within the classroom, or broadly defined, within
the college and university," Leftwich said.
"Most of our resources are human," he continued. "Fundamenfally, we need to l0nk at what we
can do in terms of retraining those among our
faculty who have been faithful and loyal and
productive in the past." After maximizing existing
resources, the college will consider new, outside
resources. Leftwich hopes to have tentative
recommendations early in the spring, and then
will develop an implementation plan.
The new dean emphasizes that the idea of
partnerships is critical to each step of the process.
He emphasizes genuine diaglogue between
practitioners and faculty. "Education is too
important to be left solely to those who are
identified as educators," Leftwich explains. "It has
to be a responsibility of the community of our
citizenry.
"This, in a sense, is a call to our constituencies,
and particularly to our alumni, to join us in this
quest," the Pennsylvania native said. "We'd like
to know: What have been their experiences
growing out of their preparation in our programs?
What kinds of things, if any, do they wish had
been better focused ·on? Where do they see
themselves fitting in terms of helping us as we
revisit the way we go about doing things?"
To share your thoughts with Leftwich, you may
phone him at (913) 628-5866 or write him at the
College of Education, Fort Hays State University,
600 Park Street, Hays, Kan., 67601.

